Polypi of the meatus are of very frequent occurrence, and give rise to much annoyance, owing to the discharge with which they are associated, and the impairment of hearing which accompanies their formation. This discharge of purulent matter must not be considered, as some would lead us to believe, as the result, but rather as the cause of the morbid growth; and the disease can generally be traced back to a catarrhal inflammation of the passages, often following scarlatina or some other fever. Indeed all purulent discharges from the meatus are apt to be associated with polypi, especially if they have existed long; and, in such cases, a careful examination must always be made to see whether one of these is present, as the treatment which suffices to remove a simple discharge is almost invariably ineffectual for the cure of one complicated with a polypoid growth-I am not prepared, however, to assert that polypi do not keep up the discharge; for we often meet with cases in which it ceases whenever the growth has been completely removed, although it is pretty certain that they are never the original cause fig. 6 , a). 
